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September 21 to 27, 2008

Whistler ISSW 2008 Sponsorship Program.

What is the ISSW?

The ISSW is a global conference and workshop designed to bring avalanche practitioners and applied scientists and engineers together to promote the exchange of ideas and the latest research in snow science and avalanche forecasting.  It is a five day workshop that has been held every two years for the past 28 years.  Activities include lecture presentations, field trips, poster displays and social gatherings.  The ISSW has grown from its humble beginnings in 1980 of 150 participants from North America to its present size of more than 800 participants from 28 countries worldwide.

Why is the ISSW important?

Winter backcountry recreation is on the increase throughout North America and the world.  The winter backcountry enthusiast is no longer a fringe group of ski tourers.  Hordes of skiers and snowboarders are accessing the backcountry from mechanized ski areas.  Heli-skiing and cat-skiing operations have opened up all over western North America and the world.  Powerful new snowmobiles with long tracks and paddles have allowed enthusiasts access into rugged terrain that only a few years ago was inaccessible.  The increased use and traffic into the backcountry has led to an increase in tragedies.  In 2006, 156 avalanche related fatalities occurred in Europe, Canada and the USA.  The professional avalanche community is dedicated to decreasing these tragedies through better knowledge, better science, better methodology, better forecasting and better communication with the general public.  The ISSW is both a formal and informal venue for the exchange of ideas relating to snow science, avalanche formation and forecasting methodology.

Why should my company consider sponsoring the ISSW?

Promoting avalanche awareness should be a consideration for any company that promotes and feeds on mountainous backcountry recreation in winter.  Avalanche related fatalities have a negative impact on all winter related businesses.  Promoting an awareness of avalanche terrain, improving avalanche forecasting techniques and providing effective lines of communication to the general public are worthy causes to support and the ISSW exists for these purposes. Previous event sponsors include many of the world’s leading sports manufacturers, research foundations and service companies.  

Other reasons for sponsoring the ISSW include the following;

· Presence on the web site which will have a direct link from www.avalanche.ca, the Canadian Avalanche Association’s web site with 1.5 million hits per year.

· Presence on all printed material.

· Familiarizing your products with industry professionals, people who can indirectly promote your product to the general public by using, testing and recommending it.

Where is the venue?

The ISSW 2008 will be held in the Whistler Conference Centre located in the world famous international resort of Whistler, British Columbia, Canada, home of the 2010 winter Olympics. 

What are the various levels of support?

Presenting Sponsor - $24,000 CAN in sponsorship money, $1,000 CAN in gear (Exclusive).

· Company logo and tag line included with ISSW 2008 title.

· Acknowledgement as presenting sponsor and logo on all printed material including program book, proceedings book, proceedings CD, posters, flyers and banners.

· Logo on all ISSW 2008 merchandise including event T-shirts and welcome bags.

· One page ad within program book.

· Large web banner and link on all pages within web site (up and running within 2 weeks of commitment).

· Large banner with your logo at welcoming area of conference.

· Banner above speaker’s podium.

· Prime booth space in exhibitor’s area.  The booth will be double size and strategically placed to capitalize on traffic and exposure during daily coffee, snack and beer socials.

· Sponsorship of the opening night beer garden.

· Opportunity for gift placement in welcome bag.

· Four passes to the conference.

· Four passes to the banquet.

· Premium lodging package for four people.

· Activity package for four people.

Supporting Sponsor - $10,000 in sponsorship money, $1,000 CAN in gear (Limited to 6).

· Logo included on supporting sponsorship page of program book.

· Logo on all printed material including program book, proceedings book, proceedings CD, posters, flyers and banners.

· Logo on event T-shirt.

· ½ page ad within program book.

· Rotating web banner and link on title pages within web site.

· Banner above speaker’s podium on “sponsored day”.

· Premium booth space in exhibitor’s area.  The booth will be strategically placed to capitalize on traffic and exposure during daily coffee, snack and beer socials.

· Sponsorship of one of the “beer socials.”

· Opportunity for gift placement in welcome bag.

· Two passes to the conference.

· Two passes to the banquet.

· Lodging package for two people.

Contributing Sponsor: $5,000 in sponsorship money, $1,000 CAN in gear (Limited to 8).

· Logo included on contributing sponsorship page of program book.

· ⅓ Page ad within program book.

· Name and link on sponsor within website.

· Booth space in exhibitor’s area.  

· Sponsorship of one of the “coffee breaks.”

· Opportunity for gift placement in welcome bag.

· Two passes to the conference.

· Two passes to the banquet.

Sponsor: $1,000+CAN donations in goods or services (unlimited).

· Honorable mention included in program book.

How do you contact us?

Whistler ISSW 2008

PO Box 7,

Whistler, BC, V0N 1B0

Web site:
www.issw2008.com
Email:

issw2008@avalanche.ca
Andrew Wilkins, Sponsorship Chair

PO Box 629, 

Pemberton, BC, V0N 2L0

Phone:
(604) 905-9812

Email:

geoclimb.andrew@gmail.com

Sponsorship space will be limited so it is recommended that you let us know if you are interested soon!  The ISSW 2008 organizing committee is dedicated to maximizing the impact of your sponsorship and welcomes any suggestions!
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